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INTRODUCTION

Twelve Lights Across India

The twelve Jyotirlingas are Shiva's self-manifested forms of light, spread across India from
Gujarat's coast to the Himalayan foothills, from Maharashtra's hills to Tamil Nadu's
southern tip. Visiting all twelve in one lifetime is considered by many devotees to be among
the most significant pilgrimages in Shaivism.

This companion brings together the legend, the significance, and the practical groundwork,
timing, access, and what to expect, for each of the twelve, so a devotee planning any part of
this journey has one place to start.

What's inside

1. Somnath, Gujarat 7. Kashi Vishwanath, Varanasi
2. Mallikarjuna, Andhra Pradesh 8. Trimbakeshwar, Maharashtra
3. Mahakaleshwar, Ujjain 9. Vaidyanath, Jharkhand

4. Omkareshwar, Madhya Pradesh 10. Nageshwar, Gujarat

5. Kedarnath, Uttarakhand 11. Rameshwaram, Tamil Nadu
6. Bhimashankar, Maharashtra 12. Grishneshwar, Maharashtra
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CHAPTER 01

Somnath

Gujarat

Of the twelve Jyotirlingas, Somnath holds a specific distinction: it's traditionally listed first.
Beyond that honor, its history is arguably the most dramatic of any temple on the list, a structure
destroyed and rebuilt so many times that its very survival has become part of its spiritual
meaning.

The temple's founding legend centers on Soma, the moon god, cursed by his father-in-law
Daksha and freed from that curse through penance to Shiva at this spot. Grateful, Soma built a
golden temple here, giving the site its name.

Somnath's real, documented history is where the story becomes remarkable. Located on the
coast of Gujarat, the temple was destroyed and looted multiple times over roughly a thousand
years, most notably during Mahmud of Ghazni's invasion in 1026 CE, and rebuilt again and again,
until the current structure was completed and consecrated in 1951, championed by Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel.

PLANNING A VISIT

When to go:
October through March, avoiding Gujarat's peak coastal heat.

How to reach it:
Nearest airport is Diu, with Rajkot as a larger alternative. Veraval is the nearest railway station.

What to expect:
Well-organized, heavily visited. Often combined with Dwarka and Nageshwar nearby.
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CHAPTER 02

Mallikarjuna &

Andhra Pradesh

Mallikarjuna, at Srisailam on the banks of the Krishna River, is unusual among the twelve for
housing both a Jyotirlinga and a Shakti Peetha at the same site, Shiva and his consort worshipped
together in one of the few locations where both traditions converge so directly.

The temple's hill and forest setting gave it the name "Mallikarjuna," tied to legends of jasmine
flowers (mallika) offered here. It sits within the Nallamala hills, giving the pilgrimage a genuinely
remote, forested character.

PLANNING A VISIT

When to go:
October through February, avoiding the region's peak summer heat.

How to reach it:
Nearest railway station is Markapur Road; Hyderabad is the nearest major airport, roughly 4-5

hours by road.

What to expect:
A working pilgrimage town built around sustained devotee traffic. Plan for a half-day visit at

minimum.
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CHAPTER 03

Mahakaleshwar

Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh

Among the twelve Jyotirlingas, Mahakaleshwar holds a distinction shared by none of the others:
its Shivling is considered swayambhu (self-manifested) and, uniquely, faces south rather than the
customary east or north orientation seen elsewhere.

Mahakaleshwar translates to "Great Lord of Time." What sets this temple apart is the Bhasma
Aarti, a ritual performed daily in the very early morning hours in which the deity is adorned with
sacred ash, the only temple among the twelve where this specific ritual is a daily, defining
ceremony.

Ujjain itself is one of the seven sacred cities (Sapta Puri) in Hindu tradition and hosts the Kumbh
Mela (Simhastha) once every twelve years.

PLANNING A VISIT

When to go:
Year-round, though many plan around Maha Shivratri or the Simhastha Kumbh Mela.

Bhasma Aarti:
Requires advance planning. Entry passes are often needed, arranged online or through the temple

trust.

How to reach it:
Ujjain has its own railway station; Indore is the nearest major airport, about an hour away.

Shiv Gatha - shivgatha.com 5



CHAPTER 04

Omkareshwar

Madhya Pradesh

Omkareshwar sits on an island in the Narmada River shaped, tradition holds, like the Om symbol
itself, giving the site its name. It's one of two Jyotirlingas most closely associated with the
Narmada, a river considered second only to the Ganga in sanctity within Shaiva tradition.

The temple complex includes the Mamleshwar temple across the river, and many pilgrims visit
both in a single trip.

PLANNING A VISIT

When to go:
October through March, cooler and more comfortable for the walking involved.

How to reach it:
Omkareshwar has its own small railway station; Indore is the nearest major airport and city, about

1.5-2 hours by road.

What to expect:
Reaching the temple involves a walk across a bridge or a short boat ride, distinctive from more

directly accessible temples on this list.
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CHAPTER 05

Kedarnath

Uttarakhand

Kedarnath is the most physically demanding of the twelve Jyotirlingas to reach, set high in the
Himalayas and accessible only by a trek of roughly 16-18 kilometers from Gaurikund, or by
helicopter for those unable to make the walk.

The temple's legend ties it to the Pandavas of the Mahabharata, who sought Shiva's forgiveness
after the Kurukshetra war. Shiva is said to have evaded them by taking the form of a bull and
diving into the ground here, leaving behind the hump that the temple's Jyotirlinga is said to
represent.

Kedarnath is open only for a limited season each year, generally late April or May through around
Diwali in October or November, closed the rest of the year due to snow.

PLANNING A VISIT

When to go:
Within the open season (roughly May-November), with May-June and September-October

generally the most stable weather.

How to reach it:
Trek from Gaurikund, or helicopter services from Phata, Guptkashi, or Sersi during season.

What to expect:
A multi-day undertaking requiring real physical preparation and altitude awareness.
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CHAPTER 06

Bhimashankar

Maharashtra

Bhimashankar, in the Sahyadri hills near Pune, is tied to the legend of Shiva defeating the demon
Bhima in a fierce battle, with the temple believed to mark the site of that confrontation.

The temple sits inside the Bhimashankar Wildlife Sanctuary, giving the pilgrimage an unusually
forested, hill-station character compared to other Jyotirlingas on this list.

PLANNING A VISIT

When to go:
October through February, avoiding the monsoon months when hill roads can be difficult.

How to reach it:
Pune is the nearest major city and airport, roughly 3 hours by road through hill terrain.

What to expect:
A cooler, greener pilgrimage, worth combining with time in the surrounding sanctuary if you have

it.
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CHAPTER 07

Kashi Vishwanath

Varanasi

Kashi Vishwanath sits at the heart of Varanasi, considered the eternal city and one of the oldest
continuously inhabited cities in the world. For Shiva devotees, Varanasi holds a significance that
goes beyond any single temple, it's considered a place where Shiva himself resides.

The temple has its own history of destruction and reconstruction, and today's structure sits
beside the recently developed Kashi Vishwanath Corridor, a large pedestrian promenade
connecting the temple directly to the Ganga's ghats.

PLANNING A VISIT

When to go:
October through March, avoiding the peak summer heat of the Gangetic plains.

How to reach it:
Varanasi has its own airport and is well-connected by rail to every major Indian city.

What to expect:
Significant crowds year-round; combine with a sunrise boat ride on the Ganga and a visit to the

ghats.
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CHAPTER 08

Trimbakeshwar

Maharashtra

Trimbakeshwar, near Nashik, is the source of the Godavari River, one of India's most significant
rivers, and the temple's Jyotirlinga is unusual for having three faces representing Brahma, Vishnu,
and Shiva together.

The temple is also closely associated with the Kumbh Mela, Nashik being one of the four rotating
host cities.

PLANNING A VISIT

When to go:
October through March. Non-Hindus have historically faced restrictions entering the inner

sanctum, worth checking current temple policy before planning a visit.

How to reach it:
Nashik is the nearest major city and railway hub, with Trimbakeshwar roughly 30 minutes away.

What to expect:
Real crowds during Shivratri and Kumbh years, plan accordingly.
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CHAPTER 09

Vaidyanath

Deoghar, Jharkhand

Vaidyanath, at Deoghar, carries a legend tied to Ravana himself, who is said to have worshipped
Shiva here seeking healing and strength, giving the site its name "Vaidyanath," lord of physicians.

It's one of the Jyotirlingas most associated with healing prayers specifically, distinct from the
more general devotional focus of most other sites on this list.

PLANNING A VISIT

When to go:
Outside the peak Sawan pilgrimage season, unless you specifically want to experience the Kanwar
Yatra crowds that converge here in massive numbers during that month.

How to reach it:
Deoghar has its own airport and railway station, well-connected to Kolkata and Patna.

What to expect:
Heavy crowds during Sawan; considerably calmer outside that window.
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CHAPTER 10

Nageshwar

Dwarka, Gujarat

Nageshwar, near Dwarka, is tied to a legend of Shiva rescuing a devotee from a serpent demon
named Daruka, and is considered a protector against poison and venom, a theme distinct from
most other Jyotirlingas.

It's commonly visited alongside Dwarka, the major Krishna pilgrimage site nearby, and Somnath,
making this stretch of Gujarat's coast a natural multi-temple circuit.

PLANNING A VISIT

When to go:
October through March, coinciding with the comfortable travel window for Somnath and Dwarka
as well.

How to reach it:
Dwarka is the nearest major town and railway station, with Nageshwar a short drive away.

What to expect:
Often combined with Dwarka and Somnath in a single multi-day trip along the Gujarat coast.
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CHAPTER 11

Rameshwaram

Tamil Nadu

Most of the twelve Jyotirlingas trace their origins to Puranic legends centered on Shiva himself.
Rameshwaram stands apart: its founding story belongs to the Ramayana, and to Rama, who
worshipped Shiva before crossing to Lanka to rescue Sita.

Sita is said to have shaped a lingam from sand for Rama's worship, while Hanuman brought a
second lingam from Kailash, which is why the temple today houses two lingams worshipped side
by side.

The Ramanathaswamy Temple is renowned for its corridors, the longest in India, and its 22
sacred wells (theerthams), with a traditional pilgrimage involving a bath in each before darshan.

PLANNING A VISIT

When to go:
October through April, avoiding Tamil Nadu's peak summer heat.

How to reach it:
Rameshwaram has its own railway station; Madurai is the nearest major airport.

What to expect:
Plan for a half day or more given the 22-theertham ritual sequence.
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CHAPTER 12

Grishneshwar

Ellora, Maharashtra

Grishneshwar, near Ellora, is the final Jyotirlinga on the traditional list and carries a legend of a
devoted wife named Kusuma whose faith restored her husband to life, with the temple built
afterward in gratitude.

Its location beside the Ellora Caves, a UNESCO World Heritage site, means most pilgrims
combine this Jyotirlinga visit with one of India's most significant historical and architectural sites
in the same trip.

PLANNING A VISIT

When to go:
October through March, comfortable for both the temple visit and time spent at Ellora.

How to reach it:
Aurangabad is the nearest major city and airport, with Ellora and Grishneshwar roughly 30
minutes further by road.

What to expect:
Plan a full day if combining with Ellora, the caves alone can take several hours to see properly.
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CLOSING NOTE

Twelve temples, spread across nine states, spanning coastlines,
riverbanks, forests, and a Himalayan trail. What holds them together
isn't geography, it's the idea that light doesn't need to be confined to

one place to be worshipped as one god.

Wherever you begin this pilgrimage, and however many of the twelve
you're able to reach, each one carries the same invitation: to sit for a
while in the presence of something that predates the temple built around
it.
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